
 
  Wayne Nichols’ story about his life with polio is 
inspirational.  In 1953 he contracted polio as a three-
year-old.  His mother cared for him in addition to his 
three brothers.  He eventually was hospitalized for 
five months in a Cook County hospital located in 
Chicago.  While there he received care in a room with 
six other patients and also received tutoring while 
recovering from polio.  As a result of polio, he 
suffered a tendon problem.  The tendon is a tissue 
that connects muscle to the bone.  It is a tough band 
of fibrous connective tissue which is capable of 
withstanding tension.  Eventually, he received a 
tendon transplant.  The tendon from the left side of his 
leg was placed in the front portion of his leg.  His 
tendon is half size of a normal tendon. 
 
In 1959 he had his leg strengthened by a steel pin and 
in 1962 had a repair of his leg.  In 1979 he had a bone 
spur removed from his foot.  He now has a spinal 
simulator on his leg which deadens nerve 
pain.  Consequently, he has no help from pain pills. 
At age 15 he bought street shoes.   
 
With a philosophy of "Don"t tell me I can't do it" and 
with a father who was a career navy man, Wayne 
enlisted in 1968 in the navy at the age of 18.  He 
obtained special permission to enlist in the navy for 



two years and spent his military service in Corando, 
California and was honorably discharged in 1969. 
During this time, he learned about construction and 
eventually started his own company.  He now owns 
LOC SCIENTIFIC, a company that supplies 
laboratory furniture and equipment.  At the present 
time, his son manages the company with the help of 
Wayne's wife as he is retired. 
 
During his retirement he enjoys his four great 
grandchildren, one grandson and his woodworking 
shop. He enjoys making puzzles and likes to travel to 
Europe, Vegas and Florida. "Fellowship with other 
survivors has been a blessing for myself and my 
wife.  Amazing how upbeat everyone is dealing with 
polio for 60+ years of our lives.  Although we have 
had our share of surgeries, braces, wheelchairs, etc., 
we learned not only to live physically with our 
infliction, mentally we have conquered it.  We may 
have been cheated out of a normal childhood, but 
APPA has reminded me that polio was and is a 
stepping stone to building a better life for ourselves 
and our families."  He appreciates the love and 
support from APPA. Wayne is a lifetime member of 
APPA. 
 


